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Thank You
• Thank you for what you do always, 

and we greatly appreciate all you’re 
doing during this difficult time

• Our priority is, and will continue to be, 
everyone’s health and safety

• We are learning as this situation 
evolves and are striving to keep our 
communications to the same high 
standards
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• NASA Facilities Status as of April 13, 2020

• Expect this to be the operating status for the indefinite future
• Developing plan for orderly return to lab and facilities on NASA campuses as the 

situation improves

4

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Response – Agency Status
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Mission Updates
• Missions are doing as much as they can virtually right now

• Suspended most hands-on work within NASA, including suborbital research
• Prioritizing Mars 2020 as it is close to launch

• JWST also continues to be a priority
• Continuing operating missions, based on stage conditions at operations centers

• Working with SCAN and have a plan in place if communications capabilities 
are affected

• Some exceptions to Stage 4 priorities that do not substantially add risk to the 
workforce
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Mission Stage Classification
We have looked at our portfolio and here’s how we are thinking about this:
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Stage 1

Mars 2020

JWST

Operational 
Missions

Airborne Assets 
For Disaster 

Relief

Stage 4

Missions in Implementation 
(Risk Classification: A&B)
Missions in Formulation 

(Planetary Launch Windows)

Missions in 
Implementation 

(Planetary Launch Windows)

Missions With 
National Partnerships 

(NOAA /USGS)

Missions in 
Implementation 

(Risk Classification: C&D)

Missions in Formulation
(Risk Classification: A&B)

Tech Development

Suborbital Campaigns

Stage 2 Stage 3

All Missions Are 
Able to Work 

On-Site
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) Response – ROSES 2020
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• We know that progress on funded research may slow and, in some cases, even stop due to necessary 
telework and lack of access to facilities and labs, and other family obligations

• SMD understands this potential outcome and will work with the research community and its institutions to 
mitigate any impacts and to make plans, when possible, for a way forward

• SMD has made accommodations to due dates:
• XRP Step-1 proposals changed to Notices of Intent
• Ten other solicitations have had due dates postponed
• Two solicitations (Interdisciplinary Science for the Eclipse & MOMA PSP) have been canceled
• ADAP 2021 will not be solicited; ADAP 2020 will have ~twice the selection rate

• OMB has issued guidance for managing grants during the COVID-19 epidemic in Memo M-20-17: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/M-20-17.pdf

• NRESS Virtual Panel Meetings Support: https://nspires.nasaprs.com/tutorials/infoPage/virtualSupport.html

• Watch the NSPIRES email lists for up-to-the-minute changes in due dates or policies
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) Response – R&A FAQs
• NASA’s implementation of OMB’s guideline for managing grants can be found at 

https://science.nasa.gov/researchers/sara/library-and-useful-links
• Allows for paying soft-money researchers as well as graduate students, post-docs, and other lab 

staff during the COVID-19 epidemic, if the institution’s own policies allow for it
• Allows for institutions to charge restart costs to their grants

• Assuming sufficient funding is available, SMD will make use of this authority to allow other costs 
associated with resuming funded grant activities to be charged to currently active grants

• Any policy on grant augmentations will not be issued until the impacts of the pandemic are better 
understood 

• Provides agencies flexibility with regard to the submission of proposals
• SMD’s policy on late proposals will be applied leniently on a case-by-case basis
• Proposals submitted after the due date because of the impacts of the COVID-19 epidemic will be 

strongly considered for acceptance if they are submitted within seven calendar days of the due date
• Proposals submitted more than seven calendar days after the due date will only be accepted after an 

analysis of the particular reasons for the late start/late submission by the program element point of 
contact and with the agreement of the selecting official
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/M-20-17.pdf
https://nspires.nasaprs.com/tutorials/infoPage/virtualSupport.html
https://science.nasa.gov/researchers/sara/library-and-useful-links
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NASA Participates in COVID-19 High Performance 
Computing Consortium
• On March 29, the White House announced the formation of a public-private partnership to make high 

performance computing cycles available to researchers to “significantly advance the pace of scientific 
discovery in the fight to stop the virus”

• Participants include industry, academic institutions, laboratories from DOE, and other agencies (NASA, NSF)

• Researchers are invited to submit COVID-19 related research proposals to the consortium via the online 
portal (https://www.xsede.org/covid19-hpc-consortium) which will then be reviewed and matched with 
computing resources from one of the partner institutions

• An expert panel of top scientists and computing researchers will work with proposers to quickly assess the 
public health benefit of the work and coordinate the allocation of the group’s powerful computing assets

• The consortium now includes 16 systems offering a total of 330 petaflops; additional capacity will be added 
through present and future partners

• NASA is providing computational and subject matter experts to support the review process
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Earth Science Rapid Proposals 
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• Earth Science Division released a new opportunity on 3/31/20 under ROSES 2020 Element A.28 
Rapid Response and Novel Research in Earth Science (RRNES) “Making Innovative Use of NASA 
Satellite Data to Address Environmental, Economic, and/or Societal Impacts of the COVID-19 
Pandemic” 
• Addresses research in underlying physical, biological and/or Applied Sciences-related topics 

characterizing impacts of decisions or efforts to inform decision makers on regional-to-global 
levels in their responses to mitigate the impacts of the disease

• Proposed studies must use NASA satellite data and information products as primary research 
tools, may also utilize additional remote sensing data and products from government agencies, 
international, or commercial sources.

• Rolling deadline
• Period of performance 12 months or less
• Est. $2M available
• POC: Dr. Laura Lorenzoni (laura.lorenzoni@nasa.gov)

10

https://www.xsede.org/covid19-hpc-consortium
http://nasa.gov
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COVID Space Apps Challenge
• Phase 1: Global Virtual Hackathon

• Target dates: Saturday & Sunday, May 30-31, 2020
• Target audience: Space Apps global community, including 29,000 participants and 225 local leads
• Platform: Space Apps hackathon platform (spaceappschallenge.org) will be customized for the 

COVID-19 global virtual hackathon
• Challenges: There are four challenge areas using EO data:

1. Virus and its spread
2. Local response/change and solution
3. Impacts of COVID-19 on the Earth system/Earth system response
4. Economic opportunity, impact, and recovery during and following COVID-19

• Phase 2: Project Incubation and Acceleration Phase (tentative, planning underway)
• Target dates: TBD
• Target audience: Top U.S. projects from Phase 1
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Stay Updated
• This is a new and unprecedented situation
• We recognize everyone’s personal and professional challenges
• As the situation evolves, we will continue to communicate with 

all of you, whether through this type of venue or other modes
• In the meantime, please continue to follow agency updates:

• Web: nasa.gov and nasa.gov/nasaathome
• Twitter: @NASA, @JimBridenstine and @Dr_ThomasZ
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http://spaceappschallenge.org/
http://nasa.gov/
http://nasa.gov/nasaathome
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with us
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